
SWEETWATER VALLEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING

December 2, 2009

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by  President Mike Cohen at 
7:00PM.  Members present were; Mike Cohen, Ray Ymzon, Rick Blacklock, Carol 
Freno, Susan Kopp, Steve and Liz Stonehouse, Tom Pocklington, and Don Scovel

 MINUTES:  Minutes of November were submitted.  Motion to approve Ray. Second: 
Don.  Minutes approved.

TREASURES REPORT: Steve reported that the checking account balance was 
$3859.64.  Membership Receipts $340.00, checks for supplies $35.11, and check for 
Foolproof-$470.13.  Certificate of Deposit Balance $3418.37.
Total Balance: 7278.01
             
                  
GUEST REPORTS:

 Sgt Cobb of the California Highway Patrol gave this report:   
Although there are no clerical reports for last month, I have these statistics.  There were 
eight collisions, four with property damage, four with injuries.

 There were no DUI collisions
  

The CHPis now working with that federal grant for LIDAR usage and will be using it 
from Highway 54 to the Border on the Freeways. The grant is for three years.

 
  
 Julio Garcia from the San Diego County Sheriff’s Department gave the following 
information:
  An off-duty police officer was injured when he pulled a woman from a burning vehicle.  
She is in the hospital this morning.
 
Don Scovel asked about who was being pulled over and why.  
Answer: Suspicious looking vehicles.  Since the grant is for gun seizures, the patrolmen are 
using any sort of probable cause for a pull-over, such as light out, blinker not working, 
windows tinted too darkly.  They are working at high visibility enforcement.

There was a note on suicides over the holidays.  A sixty year old tried to jump the Bay Bridge.  
Usually people try at the bridge over 163 at Laurel Street.
Tom mentioned how many jump a year.

The patrolman we are following, Shoemaker, should be back at work in the new year.



Do not leave anything visible in your vehicle.  Cell phones are a large temptation.

 The Good Samaritan Law is back in effect.  
 

   ID theft is now a major crime.
 
  If you suspect Domestic Violence, call the non-emergency South Bay number 
211.  If you know there is violence, dial 911. South Bay Community Service 800-640-2933 can 
help both victims and children.
  People selling things on Craig’s List should be very wary of buyers.  There are 
all sorts of thieves using the service to find scores.
   
REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS:

• Michael De La Rosa from Supervisor Cox’s office gave the following report:
San Miguel Rd traffic calming meeting will be in Late January or early February.
SR-125  agreed to finish it’s commitment to the trail and the additions to Summit 
Park.  These should be done at the first of year.
Having San Miguel Road repaved or changed is a conflict with traffic calming. 
Residents want a section of the road vacated, but the trail people want a trail there.
 

        Van is moving forward with his application for the vacation of the section of 
Proctor Valley Road.  A CEQA document has to be prepared by both jurisdictions before 



February.  The County is behind the project, as is Chula Vista, but Chula Vista apparently 
wants to do their own studies.   
The Board of Supervisors is looking into all avenues of financing available while waiting 
for all subs to approve.  There then will be a thirty day public notice sent out.

The State resource grant is through Cal-Trans.
After a question from the President, Michael agreed to look into the drainage channel 
cleaning between Dawsonia and Central Ave.

 

 SPECIAL REPORT:  none

  
FIRE DEPARTMENT:    Tom gave the following report:   The Christmas tree was to be lit 
this week at 6:30 at the library.

FLOODING AND WATER:   

• TRAFFIC AND ROADS: Michael covered the issues. 

• PARKS: No report  

• PLANNING GROUP :   Two items were tabled: a complaint about cell phone 
antennas, which Sweetwater did not attend, and the vacation of a designated bike path 
which parks did not attend.

• MEMBERSHIP: We have 96 members now

•
• PROJECT REPORTS: None

• SENIOR PATROL:    none

•

ENVIRONMENTAL:  None

 
NEW BUSINESS:  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:     



DISCUSSION OF AGREEMENT WITH FOOLPROOF MARKETING:

Foolproof Marketing has been paid through December at $150.00 per month for three hours 
work a month.  This investment will take a significant amount of the membership fees we 
charge.

For this money she maintains the website and updates the calendar.  She also keeps the website 
in the front of the line to be seen first by surfers.
The website shows that as a community tool the website gives a value for the dollar donated.

Liz made a motion to continue paying Foolproof for six months and reevaluate at the end of 
that time whether the expense is of value to the group.  Rick seconded.

Don Scovel spoke in favor of the website stating that the Bonita Homeowners Association paid 
their webmaster $300 a year for much much less.

Carol spoke in favor but also mentioned that the costs should be defrayed by the people who 
use the website or are listed on it.  Perhaps the Board could go out in their neighborhoods and 
solicit members or flyers could be generated to get people interested.  Also, the organizations 
currently listed should  be urged to reapply.

Voting,  Don opposed.  Motion carried.

  ROUNDTABLE

Susan spoke about pets being killed in her area by bobcats or coyotes, who are going after 
small dogs left out at night in yards.  It’s sad for owners, but the wild things were there first.  
The wildlife service won’t do anything to alleviate the situation because of this.

 

 
Meeting adjourned 8:30 PM

THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING WILL BE ON  January 6, 2010 at the Bonita Fire 
Station.
Elizabeth Stonehouse
Secretary 


