
SWEETWATER VALLEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING

September 7, 2011

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by  President Mike Cohen; 
Ken Pitney, Ray Ymzon, Mike Seiler, Steve & Liz Stonehouse,  Carol Freno, Susan 
Kopp  and Tom Pocklington.             

MINUTES:  The minutes for the June meeting were motioned by Mike Seiler, 
seconded by Ray Ymzon.  Carried unanimously.

 TREASURES REPORT: Treasurer’s report.  Currently: $4137.54 including a 
Membership deposit for $1280.00: checks written $682.62 CD 3430.90. Balance 
total: $7568.44.

Bonitafest is the 24th.  Pancake breakfast on September 10; 7:30 to 10AM. 
Donations for this event will be $6.00.

Law Enforcement Reports:
 Sgt. Tom Stromer of the California Highway Patrol gave this report:     

Sgt. Bob Cobb retired.  
There were 90 citations in August. Unsafe speed got 3, Stop signs 

got 35, wrong side of the road 6, registration and seat belts each got 8,
Traffic collisions 6 in the patrol area, 3 unsafe speed, three turning 

movement.  There was one injury. 
From the Sheriff's office, Julio Garcia gave this report:

The Sheriff's Department is offering a ten minute crime analysis.
Do not leave your doors or windows open. 52.5% of burglaries 

happen because a door or window is left open and unattended.
Do not leave things in plain sight in your car.  Break ins to cars are 

directly caused by objects in plain view. Lap tops, Bank ID's, and computers 
are among the most stolen items.

We have a new Captain in I B.  I will try to get him to come to the 
next meeting.

Ken P asked about common vandalism such as scratching cars or 
breaking windows.  Call this in.

Due to Neighborhood Watch, the incidence of this is low in Bonita.
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   If you suspect Domestic Violence, call the non-
emergency South Bay number 211.  If you know there is violence, dial 911. 
South Bay Community Service 800-640-2933 can help both victims and 
children.

Supervisor Cox's office report:

Michael De La Rosa from Supervisor Cox’s office gave this report:

Sandag has agreed to purchase the SR125.  There are conditions to this that 
have to be ironed out: the TransNet system for 805 may be pushed back or 
abandoned if the purchase takes effect.  Tolls can be expected to be lowered, 
but no one knows yet by how much.

At the meeting Sheri Todus brought out the Toll Avoidance Syndrome, which is 
why the traffic is so heavy in the Sweetwater Valley.  The discussion led to the 
comment that if the road was free for a period of time, people would get 
comfortable using it again and be willing to pay a low toll.

Mike S.: The San Miguel ball park lights are on after 10PM.  People in the 
Highlands have complained about this.

The ball park is not part of Parks.  It belongs to Chula Vista.
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Another question: What is the time frame on SR-125?  They want to go forward 
ASAP.

On redistricting: This is going forward.  Supervisor Cox is to loose some of his 
district to other districts, but the South Bay is not harmed by this.

President Cohen mentioned the large amount of red tape that he had to wade 
through to get the parade in place.  The amount of road closures that were 
necessary, even in areas which were to be unaffected by either the participants 
or the viewers of the parade.  We understand that this is a 'growing pain' sort of 
problem.  Next year things should run smoother.  We do have Sheriff's reserves 
and the Senior Patrol to work the parade area, and handle the road closures.

SPECIAL REPORT: Otay Water District Pipeline;
Lisa Coburn-Byrd gave this report on the new proposed pipeline through 
Sweetwater Valley:
This pipeline is to run five to six miles through Sweetwater Valley from Spring 
Valley. It is there to channel potable water from the North section to the South. 
The pipeline is 30 inches in diameter, pressurized, and is supposed to handle its 
area water needs for at least fifty years.
We are at the start of what is called a 'scoping review' where we go out and 
explain what is happening to the residents and other interested parties. Once all 
the information is gathered and assessed, we go on to the draft EIR. We are 
hoping to have the draft EIR done by early November.
The path of the pipeline is from Worthington in Spring Valley over to Sweetwater, 
down a riding trail by Quarry Road, across the Sweetwater River, and down 
Conduit Road; up San Miguel Road to the access trail by Ames Ranch Estates, 
down that trail, across the drainage ditch and across Central Ave; up Corral 
Canyon Road and over to East H Street. There will be a pumping station at the 
foot of Conduit Road just across the River.

In answer to a question about using Bonita Meadows, it was one suggestion but 
the slopes there are not good. No one had notified the Corral Canyon Rd 
residents about this yet.

Mike C. commented that Corral Canyon was the wrong place to put a pipeline, 
because the traffic there was already bad. A pipeline would only increase the 
hazards the residents already face. Mike S., BHHA President, concurred and 
expressed concern that Bonita Highlands development would be severely, 
negatively impacted for up to three months due to traffic re-routing. Traffic re-
routing would set the stage for traffic accidents since the alternate Central 
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Avenue route is not designed to accommodate the high volume of traffic that 
Corral Canyon currently services.
ENVIRONMENTAL: Sweetwater Authority rate increase: Reported by Mike Seiler: 
The recent rate increase was voted down but another is expected in January 
2012. There was a great deal of public testimony at the August 24th meeting. 
When asked pointed questions about the increase, the Board of Directors cited 
the Brown Act which disallowed discussion on the topics since they weren’t on 
the agenda.

The issue here is that the water company appears to have mis-used Proposition 
218 (a follow-on proposition to the Jarvis-Gann Act (Prop-13)) to increase water 
rates. They changed the current rating schedule to force unnecessary 
conservation and to incorrectly lower bills for low water users. The bottom line is 
that it may come to litigation. The question is whether SVCA would want to be a 
party, if litigation is the

answer.

 In answer to a question about using Bonita Meadows, it was one 
suggestion but the slopes there are not good.  No one had notified the 
Corral Canyon Rd residents about this yet.

 Mike C. commented that Corral Canyon was the wrong place to put a 
pipeline, because the traffic there was already bad.  A pipeline would only 
increase the hazards the residents already face.

 The start date for the dig is 2013.

 Michael De La Rosa stated that the County would like to get 
information concerning this.  There was to be a meeting on Friday.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:   Tom P: There was a complaint about the 211 
information system.  Apparently, an 88 year old had an issue, her 66 year old 
daughter called and was rudely treated.

Tom said that they obviously needed more training.
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FLOODING AND WATER: no

TRAFFIC AND ROADS:   No report

PARKS: No report  

PLANNING GROUP : No

MEMBERSHIP:   89 members and counting.

PROJECT REPORTS: Bonitafest report:  People need to be in their booths 
by 8:30 and roads cleared.  Half the bridge will remain open.  Frisbie, Dory and 
Siempre will be closed for Parade. The parking will be at Christian Center and 
Baptist Church.  Kaiser may allow parking if needed.

 There are 110 booths right now, and no beer garden. The motorcycle 
stunt show is scheduled for 1,2 and 3pm. There will be a stage in front of Post 
Office.  

 The parade will have clowns horses and VIP's.  Also a couple of marching 
bands, Bonita Vista and the Navy.

 Come one come all.  We should have a great time.

SENIOR PATROL:  no

 ENVIRONMENTAL:   Sweetwater Authority rate increase:  Reported by Mike 
Seiler:  The rate increase has been temporarily suspended. There was a great 
deal of public testimony.  Several people seceded me their three minutes.  When 
asked pointed questions about the increase, they cited the Brown Act.  
 The issue here is that the water company used Jarvis-Gann (prop-13) to 
use fees instead of taxes to handle their affairs.  They changed the current rating 
schedule to force conservation and lower bills.  
 The bottom line is that it may come to litigation.
 The question is would SVCA want to be a party if litigation is the answer?

NEW BUSINESS:  none

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  We are still working on the Bylaws.
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ROUND TABLE:     

Liz suggested the plat map be tabled until October if then.

Meeting adjourned 8:30 PM

THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING WILL BE ON October 5, 2011

Elizabeth Stonehouse
Secretary 
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