
SWEETWATER VALLEY CIVIC ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING

February 1, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by President 
Mike Cohen at 7:00PM.  Members present were; Mike Cohen, 
Steve & Liz Stonehouse, Don Scovel, Susan and Tom Pocklington 
and Karen Henry, Ray Ymzon, Jim Woodford and Carol Freno. 
Quorum reached.

MINUTES:  Correction from last month.  George Kost is living at 
Sunrise. Motion to accept with correction, Don S. Second, Steve 
S. Motion Carried.

TREASURES REPORT: Currently: $2608.60.  Check #687 to Bonita 
Museum for $500.00. Certificate Balance $3433.78, ending balance $6042.38.  

Motion to accept Mike. Seconded Liz. Accepted.

OPPROTUNITY FOR PUBLIC TO SPEAK

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORTS

 Sgt Stromer of the California Highway Patrol was absent.
 
  
 Julio Garcia of the Sheriff's Department gave this report:
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 To add to the list below, car break-ins have been reported 
for the following items among many: computers, jackets, GPS 
systems, purses, almost anything visible which seems valuable. 
They still go for radios, stereo systems, I-pads, I-pods and the 
like.

 
There have been several commercial burglaries lately in the 
area.  And the usual problems on Briarwood, Cedarwood and 
Robinwood.  

Now is the time to have a Neighborhood Watch set up in your 
neighborhood.  Meetings are set up at a residence and the 
advisor will come out for free.  Once you are set up you get a 
sign for the neighborhood.  
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In answer to a question by Don S., the signs are 18" by 12" and 
can be purchased by your group. Prices range from $29 to $60 
or $70. 
The group can meet anywhere even a patio or garage. This 
invitation is for area merchants as well.

SUPERVISOR COX'S OFFICE REPORT
Michael De La Rosa from Supervisor Cox’s office was absent.

SPECIAL REPORT FROM SDG&E ON ENERGY SAVINGS 

 Lupe Chacon from SDG&E came to tell us about energy 
savings.  We had a handout which is available through a link to 
SDG&E located on the website.

 In overview: any fixture, appliance or apparatus that saves 
energy or is energy efficient is helping the County conserve energy. 
For instance, a thirty watt bulb that gives off 100 watts has good 
lumens and gives off more light.  A fan can save 90% of the cost of 
air conditioning.

There are programs geared to help the public find ways to lower their 
bill.  One of these is to exchange less efficient bulbs for more efficient 
ones.

Jim Woodford asked where to exchange light bulbs.

SDG&E's website, then go to energy exchange.

Ray wanted to know what part of the consumer's bill was charged for 
this.  He also wanted to state that CFL lights are very hot.

Answer: .0001% 

And again, CFL lights contain mercury.  How much is in there?
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Answer: Less than a pin head. There is a handout for the disposal of 
CFL lights.  Home Depot and IKEA right now have them. Be sure to 
check the website to find the closest one to you.

Ray stated that he had used CFL bulbs and they did not last long.

Jim W wanted to know about exchanges for LED lights which contain 
no mercury.

Yes.

There is a survey that can be done to see how much energy you use.  
It's online and takes about 20 min.  Your zip code is your identity for 
the survey. The survey can be mailed in along with receipts for 
energy saving things.  These receipts can be copied so the originals 
remain in the purchaser's hands for warranty.  

There are rebates out there for HVAC and AC units being installed 
now, but they are third party vendor rebates, not from SDG & E.

Ms. Chacon explained about the possible lack of power in the future.  
There is a possibility that the area could loose 50% of power.  Which 
means that in a four hour period two of those hours may be without 
power. The way to keep this from happening is more conservation 
and more power plants.

Right now, children K-12 are being taught about renewable energy 
through the schools. SDG &E is sponsoring training for grades 3-7.

California Science Content Standards have a traveling show called 
"How Energy is Made".   Throughout the city there are many more 
programs.  To find one in your area, go to SDG &E's website.

There are grants for limited income families of three or more, and a 
chance to apply for a tier change.

The things which are not allowed to be effected by power outages 
are: medical baseline equipment, motorized wheelchairs, and apnea 
monitors.
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There is a retro-fitted home in Chula Vista which is open to the 
public.  It is located at 590 Fig Avenue.  Information on this home is 
at www.chulavistaca.gov/clean. There are energy efficient products 
there to help customers.

Sweetwater Authority: Nothing new at this time.
  
STANDING REPORTS

  

FIRE DEPARTMENT:   The State of California passed a law that Fire 
Departments can no longer have part-time help.  Therefore Scott 
Walker will have six months to find a replacement who can work full 
time.  One office assistant will also be terminated.  Bob Finch will 
have to leave as well. 

 

FLOODING AND WATER: No Report.

TRAFFIC AND ROADS:   Don S. reported that nothing new had 
developed with SR-125.  The signal reader at Willow and Sweetwater 
Road, which had been defective and causing traffic buildup has been 
repaired. FYI the non carpool lane of 54 under Briarwood is missing 
some asphalt at the end of the exit.  Caltrans has been called and the 
area should be repaired.

PARKS:   no report.   

PLANNING GROUP :  Meets next week.  They will be 
discussing the Red Tape Reduction Task Force, the County Code, 
and reviewing the Otay Pipeline.
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MEMBERSHIP:   no new members.

PROJECT REPORTS:  No

SENIOR PATROL:  Sheriff's department cut off their reports on the 
24th instead of the 31st, for the previous month's information.

ENVIRONMENTAL :  no report

NEW BUSINESS:  none

CONTINUING BUSINESS:    none

ROUND TABLE:     
Carol mentioned that drivers were getting crazier.  She sees drivers 
doing eighty or more.  Getting around is like a roller coaster.

A note.  If you get caught on the onramp to SR-125 and cannot get 
off your picture will be taken and you will get a ticket of $10.. and 
$62.00 for a $2.00 toll.

Meeting adjourned 8:35 PM. 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 7, 2012.

Elizabeth Stonehouse
Secretary 
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